
William and Santiago Simultaneous 
Two brothers, born 31 months apart, grow up onscreen at the same time.  
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Synopsis 
 
William and Santiago Simultaneous explores a question millions of parents ask themselves: just 
how alike are my children? The filmmaker and her husband filmed their sons reaching the same 
milestones during the boys’ first year of life, placing the images side by side on the screen so 
audiences can see how the boys’ individual journeys mirror each other. Besides providing a 
meditation on how siblings grow up, the film is a joyful look at what it’s like to make sense of 
the world for the first time.  
 
 
 

   Meet the Filmmakers 
 
Alexandra Hidalgo  
Director, Producer, Cinematographer, Editor 
 
Venezuelan filmmaker Alexandra Hidalgo’s documentaries have screened at film festivals in the 
United States, Indonesia, India, England, and Canada and her videos have been featured on 
IndieWire, NPR, and MSU Today, as well as other publications. She is assistant professor at 
Michigan State University, where she teaches film and video production, among other subjects. 
She is the founder and editor-in-chief of agnès films, a website that supports the work of 
women and feminist filmmakers. 
 
 
 
 



Nathaniel Bowler  
Cinematographer  
Ohio native Nathaniel Bowler is a writer by trade whose relationship with the camera was born 
at roughly the same time as his eldest son. The birth of his second son only reinforced the 
unexpected career move. His cinematography work on his wife Alexandra Hidalgo’s 
documentaries and video essays has been featured in digital academic journals such as 
Computers and Composition Digital Press and Enculturation and in film festivals around the world. 

Lena Miles  
Composer  
 
Lena Miles is a composer from Niles, Michigan. She is in the last semester of completing her 
Bachelor’s of Music Composition and Music Education degrees from Michigan State University. 
While at MSU, she studied voice and composition. Lena won MSU’s Large Ensemble 
Composition Competition in 2013. She has had works performed by the MSU Campus Band, 
the Denali Trio, University Lutheran Church Choir, and other soloists and small ensembles of a 
variety of instrumentation. She was recently commissioned to write a piece for the MSU 
Writing Center’s MidwestHungerIs Mass Choir project. She is passionate about composing 
along with singing and teaching music. 
 
 

Director’s Statement 
 
As we were leaving the hospital where my eldest son, William, was born in 2011, I looked 
down at my baby buckled in his green car seat for the first time and snapped a photo. It was 
one of my favorite images of those newborn days and it spent a few months on our fridge 
before being replaced by new images of his ever-changing face. Thirty-one months later, my 
youngest son Santiago joined us. We were leaving his first doctor’s appointment and, as my 
husband got us checked out, I looked down at my newborn, who’d brought the green car seat 
William had discarded back into circulation. Santiago looked up and I stared dumbfounded for a 
few seconds as I willed my exhausted post-labor brain to tell me why the image seemed so 
familiar. I snapped a photo and only then remembered the old snapshot of William that had 
long resided in a box in our living room.  
 
When I got home, I found the digital version of William’s photo and placed it next to the one 
I’d just taken of Santiago. The resemblance, not only in features but in expression, was uncanny. 
Although my husband, Nate, could tell the boys apart, the boys’ grandparents could not. I 
posted the photos side by side on Facebook, where they created quite the stir as friends and 
family responded by sharing stories of how similar—or not—their own children were. Weeks 
passed in that sleepy haze of nursing and gazing into the baby’s face for hours on end. Then one 
night when both boys were restless and kept waking me up, my overtired mind kept coming 
back to the two photos, now framed together in our living room, as I tried to fall back asleep. 
As the morning broke, I envisioned a film version of those photos. What if I filmed the boys 
doing the same thing at the same age during their first year of life and put it side by side on the 
screen? I knew it would be a project that would mean a lot to our family, but I thought it would 
also resonate with parents around the world.  



 
From my experience, most parents who have more than one child try to figure out just how 
similar their children actually are. Doing that, however, usually requires piecing together our 
memories of an older child with what a younger child is doing in the present. A complicated yet 
delightful game that parents have been playing for millennia. By using the vital piece of my 
memory that my camera and the footage it captures have become, I tried to play the game in a 
new way by using filmed images of the boys to help me figure out how similar they in fact are. 
 
I had begun my filmmaking career two years before William was born, and once he joined us I 
assiduously filmed his development. Nate would also pick up the camera and capture William in 
his own playful style. Every couple months I edited a short video that told the story of our lives 
together, and which I shared with family and friends. When the idea of William and Santiago 
Simultaneous came to me, I knew that I had hours of footage of William that I could turn to for 
this project. The key was to find the footage I liked and recreate it with Santiago without having 
the visual connections I was drawing seem forced.  
 
When I first envisioned the film, my plan was to have both boys do the same thing at the same 
time, but Santiago had his own timeline in mind. While he was more vocal than William, he was 
in no rush to develop his gross-motor skills. I was—foolishly—expecting Santiago to roll over, 
sit up, and crawl at the same time as William. When I realized that Santiago was going to do 
things whenever he felt like it, film or no film, I had a few days of panic when I wondered how I 
was going to complete the project if the main idea wasn’t working as I’d hoped. Then I laughed 
at myself. I hadn’t set out to prove that siblings are exactly the same but to find out how similar 
they in fact are. In the case of my children the answer was: not as similar as I’d expected. Now I 
had to figure out how to tell that story with the project constraints I’d created for myself. 
Showcasing their differences in timing proved one of the most creatively satisfying and liberating 
aspects of the project. 
 
Besides hoping to answer a question, this film also seeks to capture the immense joy, 
experimentation, and confusion that emerge from learning to be a human being. Watching our 
boys figure out how to make sense of their bodies and their emotions has been one of the 
most transcendent aspects of being parents for my husband and me. Now we’re happy to share 
that adventure with you.  
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