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LOGLINE

1st SEM stars Lotlot de Leon, playing a mother sending her son to college, only to find him home after experiencing separation anxiety. 

What follows is a re-examination of the mother and son relationship.

SYNOPSIS

· 1

st

 Sem starts with Maru Marasigan, a sixteen-year old incoming 

freshman from the province, leaving the province to study in one of 

the prestigious universities in Manila. Proud and excited for Maru, 

his whole clan of relatives and close friends accompany him, as he is 

sent to college and leave their small town. Knowing that he will be 

separated from them for the first time, Maru is cheered up by everyone

during their long travel. 

But Maru’s mother Precy cannot help but get emotional when they are 

about to leave him at the dorm. Maru feels sad seeing his mother cry. 

This is further intensified when Maru meets his roommates who are all 

teary-eyed during their first night at the dorm as each of them 

remembers the families they have left in the province. 

Separation anxiety prompts Maru to pack his things and decide to go 

back home. Precy is very shocked to see him in their kitchen early in 

the morning the following day. 

Down on his knees, Maru pleads to Precy to allow him to study in a 

nearby college for he cannot afford to live miles away from his 

family. He even promises that he’ll study hard, give her very good 

grades and above all, do whatever she asks him to do.

But Precy hysterically rejects his request and tells him to go back to

Manila instead. Full of melodramatic lines, she reminds him of all her

efforts just to be able to send him to a good school and that he 

cannot afford to put them to waste just because he feels lonely. But 

Maru refuses to go back to Manila despite his mother’s over-the-top 

antics. 

From then on, Maru is punished by his mom by not sending him to 

school, not giving him any amount of money and assigning him all the 

house chores instead. Knowing that it’s all his fault, Maru 

wholeheartedly accepts his mother’s castigation and tries to be the 

best “houseboy” he could be. 

But things change when Maru receives a part-time job offer from his 

high school classmate, Michelle. Maru strongly refuses at first for he

has been literally hiding from everyone ever since his “momentous” 

decision. 

But Michelle’s convincing power towards Maru prevails, telling him he 

cannot earn money by doing his family’s laundry or cleaning their 

bathroom every single day. 

Much to the dismay of his mother, who until now is hoping that he will

change his mind and be courageous enough to go back to Manila to 

· study, Maru tries his luck and works at the computer shop of 

Michelle’s older brother.

One night, feeling helpless and hopeless with his life after being 

severely scolded by his mother for the nth time, Maru pours out all 

his emotions on Michelle. Michelle tries to comfort him and assures 

him that no matter what happens, she is always on his side. But the 

vulnerability of Maru during that moment leads him to do unexpectedly 

naughty things with Michelle.

Feeling unburdened, Maru then happily goes home and expressively tells

Precy how much he loves her for she is the best mom in the world. He 

also apologizes for all his misconducts and assures his mother that he

values their family above everything else.

Clueless as to what suddenly changed her son, Precy secretly 

investigates Maru only to find wrong, misleading answers to her 

suspicion.

Unfortunately, the unexpectedly naughty night leads to a problem 

bigger than Maru can ever imagine. He finds out that Michelle got 

pregnant and her whole family is looking for him. Full of fears and 

worries, Maru immediately packs his things and tries to escape. 

But on his way to the bus terminal, Precy sees him. Maru tries to run 

away from her but she patiently chases him on the road. 

Maru then has no choice but to tell his mom the reason why he needs to

go away. But Precy disagrees with him. And though it pains her knowing

that her son is still very young to be a father, she insists that Maru

face the consequences of his actions. 

Maru then hesitantly faces Michelle’s father who belittles him and 

tells him that his daughter does not deserve someone like him who has 

no ambition in life at all. The father reiterates that he cannot 

accept Maru for he will just further ruin her daughter’s future. He 

decided to send Michelle abroad instead.

Hurt by the fact that he will not be able to see Michelle and their 

baby anymore, Maru begs Precy to give him another chance to study. 

A braver and tougher Maru now leaves his hometown to pursue education 

and learn valuable things on his own. 

In the end, Maru realizes that as he grows up, things really get a bit

too complicated. But he simply cannot run away and escape from all the

bumps and humps that come along the way.
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Maru Marasigan (Darwin Yu), a sixteen-year old incoming freshman from the province, leaves his hometown to study in one of the prestigious universities in Manila.  He is accompanied by his mother Precy (Lotlot De Leon) and his extended family.

But Precy cannot help but get emotional.  Maru feels sad seeing his mother cry.  This loneliness escalates after Maru spends his first night at the dorm.
Maru decides to return home, much to his mother’s dismay. 

Down on his knees, Maru pleads to Precy to allow him to study in a nearby college. But Precy rejects his request and orders him to go back to Manila instead.

As Maru disobeys Precy, his relationship with his mother starts to fall apart.
DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT
In the Philippines, education and family are two important values. But what happens when the desire to be with one’s family clashes with the pursuit of education?

This is the central conflict in the film 1ST SEM as it examines the relationship between mother and son which disintegrates when the latter decides not to pursue his promising college education in Manila due to separation anxiety. With much emphasis on the value of education, the film examines its correlation with the basic unit of society, family.

A single mother to three sons, Precy struggles to keep her maternal duties intact without sacrificing her breadwinner responsibilities.

On the other hand, Maru is a deeply-rooted son who graduated valedictorian of his class. His mother will do everything because he is given a chance to study in a prestigious university in the city, a great opportunity Precy cannot simply pass off.

But unexpectedly, Maru is willing to forfeit the promise of a bright future as long as he remains with his family.

Their differing views cause their relationship to fall apart. And inside the walls of their home, each member of the family journeys through hardships and realize their own shortcomings. 
In the end, they discern that education is not preparation for life, but education is life itself.  Life teaches us important lessons so we can have the courage to travail unexplored paths that will lead us to self-growth and betterment.

LONG TAKES

There are 4 scenes of note, which were shot continuously between 4 to 6 minutes without cuts. 

These 4 scenes also happen to be the highlights of the story, revealing different character views and major turning points.  Cinematographer Neil Daza collaborated with the filmmakers to shoot these in long takes to take the movie into another level of cinematic experience.

This posed some challenges to the actors and crew. 

The jurors in Hyderabad, Ottawa & New Mexico cited the exceptional camera work.
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Neil Daza, Cinematographer of 1st Sem
ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK

The soundtrack is anchored on two songs from the seminal alternative rock band Siakol: "Inihaw" (Kabilang Mundo album) and "Sige Na Tuloy Pa" (Sa Pag-ikot ng Mundo album). 
Yes, the movie is very Pinoy and universal.     
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Siakol members are Noel Palomo (vocals), Wowie Flores (bass)

Anthony Cervantes (guitar).
FEEDBACK ON THE MOVIE

The film has garnered attention among filmmakers, including indie hit makers in the Philippines such as Jade Castro (Zombadings) and Moira Lang (Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros), and audiences, commending its emotional and heartwarming tale of dreams, failure, loss and family. Some members of the academe have also commended its storytelling and the themes it explored. 
“The discovery for me at CineFilipino 2016 is this small charmer with lots of heart and brains to spare, 1ST SEM..." 
- Moira Lang (Writer/Producer; The Blossoming Maximo Oliveros; Norte, The End of History)
"You haven’t attended the class called life if you haven’t experienced the boundless charms, guileless wits and exquisite heart of 1st Sem, the first best film of the year.”
 - Emmanuel Dela Cruz (Director; Sarong Banggi)
"This is the best for me too!" 
- Jade Castro (Director; Zombadings, Endo)
"My most memorable CineFilipino experience is 1ST SEM..." 
- Carlo Obispo (Director, Purok 7; 1-2-3)

"...a tender coming-of-age tale that has its heart in the right place..."
- Oggs Cruz (Film Critic)

“An engaging coming of an age film that features strong performances by Lotlot De Leon and Allan Paule mixed with subtle and nuanced performance by the new comer Darwin Yu. A film that will give lessons for youth for appreciating the value of education and family. You'll do equal time crying and laughing with is satirical comedy that will touch your heart at the same time.” 

- My Movie World

"Definitely the best film in CineFilipino for me..." 
- Tonee Coraza (Columnist, Writer)

"A must-see movie for teens, parents, teachers and everyone who cares about raising adolescents, as well as anyone who wants to see a Filipino movie that's several cuts above the norm..." 
- Ernest Belamide, President, Cavite Institute
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVALS
ALL LIGHTS INDIA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (HYDERABAD, INDIA)
Best Feature Film

The family comedy-drama “1st Sem” won Best Feature Film in the Debut Directors’ Competition at All Lights India International Film Festival, Hyderabad on September 27, 2016. 
JURY CITATION:  “…contains courage, honesty, emotions and cinematic storytelling.” 

The jury confirmed that the choice was unanimous.

The jury was composed of:

· HASSAN NAZER (Director of UTOPIA, the official entry of Afghanistan to the Best Foreign Film of OSCAR ACADEMY AWARD 2016)

· PAN NALIN (Director of SAMSARA which broke into global cinema stage)

· RAJESH TOUCHRIVER (nominee for Best Debut Director at CANNES FILM FESTIVAL).
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L-R [Dexter Hemedez, Hassan Nazer (director of Utopia), Pan Nalin (director of Samsara), Rajesh Touchriver (National Film Awardee in India), Lotlot de Leon, Darwin Yu, Allan Ibanez]

SOLE  ACTING  CITATION  at  All Lights India International Film Festival:
The film’s lead actress, Lotlot de Leon, also received the only acting citation in the entire festival for her “exceptional performance.”

This is the first time that an award was given to an actor. Usually, Honorable Mention is given to another movie competing in the Category. But the jury can’t simply let Ms. Lotlot’s exceptional performance go unrecognized. So they gave the award to her.
[image: image2.jpg]Lotlot det eon




Together with the Indywood Film Market, the All Lights India International Film Festival is dubbed as South Asia’s biggest international film market and film festival. The festival is geared towards providing “a unique platform for global film industry to portray excellence in filmmaking and integrate the entire Indian Cinema industry.”
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CINEMA WORLD FEST AWARDS (OTTAWA, CANADA)

Award of Recognition for Cinematography & 

Official Selection for Film
Neil Daza, 1st Sem’s Director of Photography, received an Award of Recognition for Cinematography from Cinema World Fest Awards in Ottawa, Canada on July 7, 2016. 
1st Sem is an Official Selection at the Festival.
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Award of Recognition in Cinematography
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Official Selection for Film

KIDS FIRST! FILM FESTIVAL (NEW MEXICO, USA)

Official Selection
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The jury in Kids! First Film Festival in New Mexico, USA also raved about the themes touched in the movie and the story of 1ST SEM saying that families everywhere can relate to it. Here is the full review: 

"This film really touches on so many emotions about families and communication. It offers a very realistic depiction of a Philippine single mother dealing with her son’s misadventures when he leaves home to attend the university and returns almost immediately. It explores an issue that is not unique to the Philippines but to families everywhere. Sometimes the transition to move away from home to further your education is more than some kids can handle. Maru bails from the university before he even starts. He can’t stand the idea of being away from his mother and family and, as his story winds we discover there is more beneath the surface that we thought. It offers an inside look at a middle class Philippine family and their community. We see how a parent and extended family members have sacrificed so much so that their child can succeed and, hopefully have a better life than they have. This is very well produced with great camera work and authentic locations and situations. The shots of the countryside are beautiful and the background music quite charming.”






      CAST 

1st SEM features an ensemble of veteran and award-winning film actors, theater thespians and fresh faces in the industry.

Lotlot de Leon as Precy
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With four decades of acting experience, Lotlot de Leon has transitioned from one of the country’s most popular child performers to a mature actor.

She has worked in TV and studio films.

2016 is a breakthrough year for her film career as she ventured for the first time, in independent films, namely MRS (Sinag Maynila), Dagsin (Cinemalaya) and 1st Sem (CineFilipino).

2016 also marked her first appearance in theater, playing the lead in Run Marga Run under Virgin Lab Fest.

1st Sem is her first lead role in a comedy, for which she received her first international acting recognition.

MARASIGAN KIDS

Darwin Yu as Maru
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“The kid gave the 1st Best Actor performance of the year

in my book. Darwin Yu just pegged the mark so high 

for actors of his generation.” 

– Emmanuel Dela Cruz, Director

Darwin got his first taste of theatre in a high school production of Hercules. Playing the lead, he was delighted by the audience’s response to the show. 
To hone his acting craft, he enrolled in the ABS-CBN Star Magic Workshop.

1st Sem is his first film – and his first lead role. 

Darwin is in his sophomore year at Trinity University of Asia taking College of Hospitality and Tourism Management. 
CREATIVE TEAM
NEIL DAZA, Director of Photography

1ST SEM

Dekada ’70

Feng Shui 

Etiquette for Mistresses

Bwaya 

Badil 

Lakambini 

Ka Oryang 

Emir

RICKY LEE, Creative Consultant

Himala 

Anak

Karnal 

Moral

Brutal

Salome

Jaguar

Muro-Ami

Jose Rizal

ERNIE MAGTUTO, Musical Scorer

Reputasyon 

Tawagin mo na ang Lahat ng Santo

Sessions on 25th Street

ALEC FIGURACION, Editor
Bitukang Manok 

Where Light Settles

Rufina 

